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ABSTRACT

Introduction:

Women constitute almost 30% of the world's population. As far as zhmr_sntmt st_::tus N
concemed, they are not treated as equal to men in all the places. 1 I“T“gh n the W ‘“?SI'H”
countries women are treated on par with men in most of the fields, therr c‘oume‘rpart m_ L.he
East suffer from many disabilities. The disabilities on the one hand, and the inequalities
benween men and women on the other. have given rise to what is known as the ‘gender
problem. All over the world and particularly in south and East Asia and Africa the gender
problem has assumed importance during the recent years. The gender issue has become
virtually a crucial point of argument. i

The United Nations, in its various declarations, has made it abundantly clear that men
and women should be treated alike. Women should not be asked to wait for any more time.
Their sufferings, problems, disabilities, and the humiliations perpetrated on thenm are
historical. Hence, gender problem in the context of new forces of development, assumes
vital importance.

After independence various developments have taken place in the ficld of local self-
govemnment, particularly in rural local government. Now, the local government in India is
comprised of two broad categories, rural and urban. Rural Local Government and Urban
Local Government are called Panchayat Raj and Municipal Government respectively. Both
rural and urban forms of local Government have been constitutionalised through 73rd and
74th constitutional Amendments in 1992, The panchayats were established by most of the
staie government in India after independence, but a major step in this direction was taken on
the basis of Balavant Ray Mehta Committee's reportin 1957 w
tier Panchayati Raj system in India. As a result of the rec
three tier Panchayat Raj Systems; the Gram Panchayat

hich recommended the three-
ommendation of this committee,
at the village level, the Panchayvat

arisad at the district level was introduced,
The committee remarked about the philosophy of Panchav

Samiti at the block or intermediate level and Zilap

at Raj that Panchayat Raj System
onfidence of local people and the

crmment into action, Within the Indian
federal architecture punchayat is the closest Lo notion of dire

representative democracy of the Union and State
serves, Panchayat has deep faith in democracy

establishes a linkage between local leadership enj oying ¢
Government, and translates the policies of the Gov

¢tdemacracy distinet from the

S due to its Proximity to the community it
in which the

Common man in the nnal arca
has huge capacity to have a good living for himself

and the community under the healthy

——
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qvironment that the State creates. [f a common m
G

an appears to be indifferent to the high
conomIc growth, it1s because he is dev

; oid ofthe mainstream national development and has
not been provided equal opportunity to participate in activities for his own betterment. The
objectives of a panchayat include Organising common men

_ in the process of developing
ihemselves through their own cfforts on a continuing b

. asis, at the same time, cnhancing their
capacity and self-reliance. This begins with “citizen particip

service delivery” of local public poods, c.g. pol
primary health, elementary education. maintenanc
objective of panchayat is to bal

ation' in political processes and
able drinking water, general sanitation,
¢ of public propertics etc. Hence, the key

ance the two values of ‘citizen participation' and ‘service
delivery', the basic goals of decentralised democracy

Mehta Study Team (1957) and the subsequent 73rd
Considering the citizen participation, it will be un

envisaged in Report of Balvantray
Amendment to the Constitution of India.
air if women power is not mentioned. At
present, women have 33 per cent reservation in panchayats and soon it will be 50 percent

atter1s under consideration. Pro fessional Panorama: An
International Journal of Management & Technology Wome

through constitutional way as the m

n Empowerment in Panchayati

Raj Institutions 3 As published in "The Hindu' and other newspapers on February 5, 2016,

Minister for Rural Development and Panchayati Raj, has said the government would be

pushing a Constitutional amendment, first cleared by UPA Cabinet, to increase reservation

for women n panchayats from 33 per eent to 30 per eent 1in budget session of Parliament,

Speaking at a national workshop on the “Implementation of PESA Act: Issues and way

forward", the Minister said that "though some States have provided 50% reservation to
women in panchayats, the government will, through the Constitutional Amendment, ensure
that it is implemented in the whole country.” He also mentioned the Ministry would bring
about other changes in the law to reserve a particular ward for women for two terms of five
years each from the existing single term so that they can undertake developmental activitics
in a continued fashion. The UPA government's Cabinet had, in its second term, cleared the
Constitution 110th Amendment and the Standing Commitiee on Rural Development had
also gone through Bill as per norms. The Bill had first been introduced in Lok Sabha in
November 2009, after which it went through committee process. It was re-introduced in the
Lok Sabha in 2010 after the report had been tabled, then which it lapsed at the end of the 15th
Lok Sabha in 2014, The Constitutional Amendment was to ensure that 50% of total scats

flilled by direet clections in cvery panchayat be reserved for women.
ASolution to Gender Discrimination :

Itis now widely believed that cmpowerment of women, that is, providing equal rights,
Opportunities and responsibilities to women, will go a long way in removing the existing

gender discrimination, Sk : inall th
Gender discrimination and gender disabilities are not uniformly found in all the
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there arc regional variations also inside the big nations.
r, £

a, women are not all
heir own life partne
5 comparativcly higl
d to be studying in ed
nks, public and priv
with the Western Societies, women In

are considered to be a weaker
ropriate plan of action to
n this direction,

countries cven in the East. Furthe
For instance, in a vast nation like Indi
cducation, to take up to jobs, to select t
South, the level of literacy among women i
discrimination against them. Women are foun
even at a higher level and working i officcs, ba

relatively larger number in the South. In comparison
scriminated against. They
ir of women warrants app
at of women is a positive step 1

owed to move freely. to take up to
rs, in the North. Whereas in the
ser and hence, there s less
ucational institutions
atc departments, in a

general in South-East Asia are di
section of the society. This state of affa
strengthen and support them. Empowerme

73rd Constitution Amendment Act-1993 :
The 73rd Constitution Amendment Act has made an effort to give some special powers
anchayat raj. The rationale behind this

en could not be improved much without political

ed to be given some political power. They

to women in all the three tiers of p amendment was
that the social and economic status of wom
power. Women in the villages as well as towns ne
should be given their share in the decision taking process. The new panchayat raj 1s the part
of the effort to empower women at least at the village level.

Reservation of One-Third Scats for Women:

As per the provisions of the 73rd Constitution Amendment Act, one-third of the seats
are reserved for women along with Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes. This 1s,
indced, a very bold step towards the empowerment of women. The provisions of the Act for
the women are in no way less than a revolution. Women who have been working in the fields
as casual labourers, washing vesscls at home, fetching water for drinking, cooking food for
family members, are now legally permitted to sharc on per with the males, the villege matters

ol decision-making Reasons For or The Retionale behind the Empowerment of Women.
Why do women require empowerment? [s it a right step to establish between men and

women? Does it help them to remove their disabilities? will it provide solutions to many of
the problems with wh ich they are suffering ? -A series of questions like these come before us
demanding an answer. The following explanation gives us some answer for these questions

1. Economic Exigencies :
Women are found to be cconomically weak all over India, They arc depended on their

men folk for the filfilment of their basic economic necessities. Only an i nsignificant number
of women, that too in urban arcas, arc gainfully employed. Even i;'l the urban areas they are
culturally dominated by their men folk and they by themselves are not in osili[;n m-twkc
independent decisions without consulting the males, Women who are workif-:u as oﬂiccr; or
office bosses are forced to play a subordinate role at home, Majority ;’f( women ”arc

i
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cconomically depended on men and his fact

as made them to become weaker. They require
cconomic powerto stand on their own legson

per with men.
2. Poor Literacy :

In most of the Underdev

: cloped and developing countrics, w
literate than men.

The higher ra
dependent on men and 1o play
t0 2001 census,

omen are found to be less
t¢ of illiteracy of women has made them to become
asubordinate role, Same situation prevails in India. According

rate ofliteracy among men in india is found to be 76% whereas it is only 64%
among women, Rate of literacy among women was found to be v

Only recently, women arc becoming more
drop-outs is also found to be comp

ery poorer up to 1970s.
and more aware of education. The rate of school

aratively higher in the case of women. Lock of education
and negligence. Only liter
constitutional and the legislative prov

promoting education

as le e itati
has led to theiy exploitation acy can help them to understand the
isions that are made to strengthen them. Thus
4mong women is of great importance in empowering them.

3. Negligence of ITealth:

Poor health on the part of women has also added to their weakness. Women consume

aining aboul their ill health, They prefer to
cal practitioners for oblaining medical assistance.
asc of a large majority of rural women. Surveys and studies have
revealed that traditional importance shown tow

less food and work more. They arc shy of compl
sulfer silently than to approach a medi
This is mostly true in the ¢

ords the male children is also one of the
reasons for neglecting the health of female children. Women

are found to be mainlaining
relatively good health in the regions whereve

r the rate of female literacy is higher. Kerala
provides here the best example. Thus from the health pointof view also, women folk who are
found to be weaker are to be made stronger.

4. Atrocitics Against Women :

Women represented the weaker sex. This fact is also borne by the number of crime and
atrocities. Committed against them. There are cases of rape, kidnapping of girls, dowry
harassment molestation, sexual harassment, abuse of women, incest sex relations and so
on.Women in all wolks of life are discriminated against by men. They have become the
victims of atrocities in any number ol ways. They require empowerment of all kinds in order
to protect themselves and to preserve their purity and dignity.

5. UN Declaration and Women's World Congress:

The issue of the empowerment of women no more remains a regional matter and it has

S RS S e

become an international issue. They UN Declaration of 1975 [The intemmational Women's
> i D .

/ 's programmes
year ] compelled the national government to shifl its emphasis on women's progra
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om welfare 1o development. It was realized that undertaking of welfare programmes for

Women alone would not e of help unless supported by development programmes. Hence,

the Declaration prescribed for the development of women,

Women's World congress held at Nairobi in the year 1985 released a document
fecommending effort 1ow
women politic
s¢

ards empowerment of women. “in this document, the question of
al participation was highlighted and it was recommended that 35% of the totul
ats should be reserved for women, It was also reccommended that some posts should be
reserved for women at the block and village level burcaucracy. On the cconomic front. A
number of income generating schemes were introduced for women. In addition to that
provisions were also made to certain proportion of women as beneliciaries in all the

developmental schemes like the IRDP, JRY,TRYCEM. And so on. :
Itis clear from the above that a number of national and international events have exerted

their influence on the 1ssue of status women culminating in the reservation of 33.3% of the
total seats for them at the Panchayat level. The need for female empowerment was never so

urgent as it is today. The 73rd Constitution Amendment Act is only a step towards the
development of women,

Conclusion:

In present, women empowerment in panchayat raj system need to give power to
women. but now a days women elected in panchayat but they

are not taking the power of the
system and men could not give to opportunities to w

ork in society. In Indian context, people
doing or taking everywhere traditional philosophy. So that now also fully w

empowerer. If system will change to develop our Indian w
womenare working in any secter then women ¢

omen could not
omen, for that give to power where
mpowerment automatically happen in india.
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