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SATIRE, SOCIETY AND LITERATURE

. Mr. N. M. Ankushrao
Assist. Prof. Department of English, S.M.D.M. College Kalamb. Dist- Osmanabad

Satire has a long tradition right from the beginning of ancient period of the Great Masters, Horace and Juvenal.
Satirc as a literary genre is as old as literature itself, In another words, we can say (hat the existence of satire is as ancient
as literature. To be frank. satire and litciature are two sides of the same coin. [t can't easily be separated from each other
because when a writer composes a work, the thouglts and issues he puts forth are closely connected with society and
people. Society contains plenty of issues concerning with socicly, cconomics, culture, politics, science, technology and
psychology which a writer's critical eves catch easily and throws light on both positive and negative aspects of the
socicty. However. the problems are differs from soctely to society and country to country For example the problems
which Indian society is facing are quite different from African society or European society, or even Amernican socicts.
Sociely 1s a group of humans. Arjun Dubey accurately remarks in his scholarly rch paper named ‘Literature
and Socien'’. He observes:

“A soctety is a group of people related to each other through their continuous and uninterrupted relations. 1t i< alse
a group of likeminded people largely governed by their own norns and values. Human society. it is observed. is
charactenzed by the patterns of relationship between individuals who shares culture, traditions. beliefs and values”.
(197)

What Arjun Dubey wants to tell is that society is a group of people who belong to ditferent religion, culiure. caste. creed.
1ts norms and values. But when these two different clements comne across to each other, there may be a crisis io which we
witness in our modern society. It is natural rule that where (here is action, there is reaction to it Literature depicts these
human thoughts. attitudes, beliefs, customis, social conventions of human society, and not only focuses problems and
1ssues but alse concentrates on values and morale. Moreover, Literature dewonstrates the whole scenano. projects the
accurate picture of the society. Every human society contains the layers of relationship among the members of the socicty
commununicating thoughts and emotions continuously. If we take into account of the histery of society from the
Palaeolithic (Stone Age). we come to know that society is not constant or stable thing: rather it bas been changad in the
course of ime at every stage and period. To quote Arjun Dubey once again:

“If one looks at the history of society, one will find that the nature of differcnt societies las gone theongh
changes from the Palacolithic period to the present age of information and echnology. The people’s living
style. faiths, belicfs, culture etc. have never remained uniformly consistent. Wuth the passage of ime.
owing 1o changes taking place in environment and with emergence of new technologies. we observe that
the societies have not remained stubborn with regards to their norms and values, the reflections of which
can be found in different forms of literatwre’, (ibid)

Being two sides of the same coin. if one changes, another doesn't remain stable. It has to change wn relanon o style,
theme. issues, technique concerning with humans action, attitude and behaviour. A great wriler notes all these things and
represents them in his literatre. The wnter holds up mirror in front of our face and makes us 1© wmospect and create
awareness aboul various problems in the readers. He not only makes us to introspect and create awareness but also tries
to bring out improvement and radical change in the society. As a result, I would not esitate to sav that lieramre 18 not
onlv 4 mirror but also it is to be reformative mirror believing in welfare of the society. Radical changes are brought out
from ancient period in the society and Rousscau's Confessions (1782) and The Social Contract 11792) are the wiiness of
cocial change in France. Plenty of writers have contributed to change the society, for example, Plaw's The Repudl
350 12 (), Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels “The Communist Manifesto (1848), Thomas Paine’s The Righty of Man
794, Wiccolo Machiavelli's The Prince (1332), John Mill's On Liberne (1839), Chinva Achebe’s Fhinngs Fall Apart
1954, George Orwell's Nineteen Eighty Four (1949), Charles Darwin's On the Origin of Species (4839) ete leis the
society which is a source for their writings. Sikiru rightly comuments on society and literature w research paper named
Literature and Society. A New Reading of Sembene Qusmane s Mandate: “the society 18 siuwted o fuerature and ans’,
(124) Concentrating on society, literature and reality, the weiter forms his views and attitude. Krigger Murmay observes,

=

“The general resemblance to reality 15 what makes it yecognizable o the rest of us. But what makes ant
artful is the fact that artst impose bis own matter upon these forms i a way that gives them another
responsiveness to another inevitability, a new necessity and probability”, (57)
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