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A Single Man

Dr. Sunil Pawar

vice Prin cipal & Head, Dept. of English, S.M.D. Mohekar Mahavidyalaya, Kalamb, (M.S.) Indiq

When A Single Man was original'ly
publishcd, il shoc.Led many by 'ns
rank, sympathetic, anc? moving
ponra}'ﬂl of a gay n'mn.m n.ndll.fc.
George, the protagonist, is adjusting
10 life on his own after the sudden
death of his partner. and determines to
persist in the routines of his daily life:
the course of A Single Man spans
twenty-four hours in an ordinary day.
An Englishman and a professor living
in suburban Southern Califomia, he is
an outsider in every way. and his
intemal reflections and interactions
with others reveal a man who loves
being alive  despite  everyday

and Wny.
suddenly manic, constantly funny,
surprisingly sad, this novel catches
the texture of life itself.

injustices loneliness.

On November 30, 1962. a month after
the Cuban missile crisis, George
Falconer is a middle-aged English
college professor living in Los
Angeles. George dreams that he
thcounters the body of his longtime
Partner, Jim, at the scene of the car
accident that 100k Jim's life eight

I - -
é‘““lhs carlier. After awakening,
€rge  delivers a  voiceover
anumc AY
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discussing the pain and depression he
has endured since Jim's death and his

intention to commit suicide that
cvening,

George reccives a phone call from his 3}

dearest friend, Charley, who projects

lightheartedness  despite her also

being miserable. George goes about 4

his day putting his affairs in order and
focusing on the beauty of isolated
events, believing he is seeing things
for the last time. At times, he recalls
his sixteen-year-long relationship with
Jim,

During the school day George comes
into contact with a student, Kenny
Potter, who shows interest in George
and disrepards conventional
boundaries  of  student-professor
discussion. George also forms an

unexpected connection with a Spanish
male prostitute, Carlos. That evening
George meets Charley for dinner.
Though they initially reminisce and
amusec  themselves by dancing,
Charley's desire for a deeper
relationship with George and her
failure to understand his relationship
with Jim angers George.

Editor-In-Chief: Dr. B.N. Gaikwad
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goes 10 2 bar and fllscovers

genny has followed him. 'I:hey

" round of drinks, BgO skmn;y

bing. and then return 'to George's

i o and continue drmkl‘ng. Gcor'gc

kes out and wakes up 1n bed w:}h

Ly asleep in another room. While

 ing Kenny, George dlscm'-crs

} e had fallen asleep holding

orge’s gun. 10 keep George from

[ mitting suicide. George locks the

| aways burns his suicide notes and

& :Ta voiceover explains that he has

iscovered the ability "o feel. rather

n think". As he makes peace with

grief, George suffers a heart attack
rd dics.

‘bor Corydon is now in California.
Fving the freeways with a day-
‘keaming ardor. attacking the ants
fith a Flit gun, and mouming among

‘Ihe hibiscus bushes. His name is
“kcorge and perhaps hc must be called
% 1e “hero” of Christopher Isherwood’s
5 ew novel. A Single Man. George is
|

e —

A | s e

thagrined, restless, grieving over the
eath of his lover and housematc, Jim,
s a widower would gricve for his
:E’ifc. George is an Englishman. He is

rar

ironical, middle-aged, and Yel
oyishly passionate. His is a fairly
modest anal disposition, respectable
enough, with a finicky, [aggoty
{interest in the looks of things—far

e e —
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from the corruption and splendor of
his type in French fiction. And yet
perhaps he is a little corrupt and a
little splendid, too. George lives in a
hideaway cottage on Camphor Tree
Lane. He knows all about the human
and decorative insults of suburban
California; his tastes arc low but his
Taste, of course, is reasonably high.
He is a perverse mixture of arrogance
and  shyness,  suspicion and
indifference.  Devastating  revolls
threaten in daydreams, but in truth he
is controlled enough to get by. His
ncighbors, the Strunk and Garfein
couples and their rackety children are
the object of George’s fears and his
satiric vexation.

George teaches at San Tomas State

College in Los Angeles. If he were

not so “English,” so plausibly bred. he

might, as he faces his classroom of
boys and girls lined up before him

like bulldogs. be some S. Levin out of
Malamud. His cntrance into the
classroom “is a subtly contrived,
outrageously theatrical effect.” When
he gives his brittle, hysterical lecture
on Huxley’s After Many a Summer,
we see that George is not a real
tcacher, but one of those American
arists or wrilers, hanging by his
fingernails to his academic and sexual
frecdom, making a diversive display

(n Editor-In-Chief: Dr. B.N. Gaikwad
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and staring into the mirror, it
ariné oy faces within its face — the
05 mf e child, the boy, the young
f5c° it pot-so-young man - al|
At | still preserved like fossils on
Prcsi?mposcd layers, and, like fossils,

. Their message to this live

a ' .
dc'ng creaturc 18. Look at us - we
?:c dicd — what is there to be afraid
v
of?”
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d{:ipr;“’;::::;gbﬂ?{l; is. hystcric'al ‘and
: . gives us insight
Into the humap mind. Isherwood is an
eXpert on prose, Not a word is wasled.
A lot is crammed into this Jittle book. |
The 2009 movie stars Colin Firth and ‘
Julianne Moore. Firth gives a brilliant
performance as George.

g

ChriﬂoF'"cr Isherwood, A Single Man, Simon and Schuster, 1964.
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