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diaspora born in India byt residing elsewhere. In Time political writing in the novel or essay
format was dominant, as can be seen in Raja Rammohan Roy’ works, During the 1980s and
1990s, India had emerged as a major literary nation. Indian English literature novelists of repute
of the contemporary times include V.S. Naipaul, Shobha De, Amitav Ghosh etc.

The history of the Indian English novel had though begun to emerge from these
| benevolent English gentlemen themselves. This very timeless strand was held strongly soon after
by the spiritual prose of Rabindranath Tagore and the anti-violence declarations preached by

never did remain the same. Under men like Mulk Raj Anand, Raja Rao and R K. Naravan. the
historical Journey of the Indian English nove| had begun to take its gigantic strides into the worlc
of post-colonialism and a concept of the daring Indian novelists had emerged. In "Coolie” by
Mulk Raj Anand, the social discrepancy and gross inequality in India is very much laid down
stripped from any social constraints. In R.K. Narayan's much-admired Visionary village
Malgudi, the invisible men and womern of the éountry‘s ever-multiplying population, come to
lifc and in a heart-rending manner, re-enact life. In “Kanthapura’ by Raja Rao, Gandhism truly
comes alive in a quaint laid-back village down south. The Indian ness of novel writing in
English, which was once viewed as a taboo and things of scorn due to English stronghold. v as
no longer needed to be depicted by outsiders: par excellence writers had come to light and with
what consequences! People Jike Tagore or R.K. Narayan have proved this in shining glory time
aic again. The perspectives from within ensured more clarity and served a socjal documentatiy =
. purpose as well.

Kanthapura, Rohinton Mistry's A £..: Balance, Arundhati Roy's The God of Small Thin.s

In the postcolonial era Mu. 14 Anand's novel Untouchable and The Road, Raja Ra s

Narendra Jadhav's Outcast: a Mer . fe and Triumphs of an Untouchable Family in 11
vinas Swarup's Q & A and Arav gas The White Tiger have faithtully docum .y ...
“ocial history of the untouchabl. ther they constitute a powerful critique o -
vrruption and hypocrisy of the wiviy which aliows untouchability to com:

rk offers a xaleidoscopic porr. fori India

Indian English Literat . MASd Al aedupendent status in the prealm o

wrature. Wide ranges of th foait within Indian Writing in English. -
lerature comtinues W reflect In Le. wadtion, social values and even Indian s
through the depiction of life in lndi Indians living elsewhere, recent Indian English ticrion
has been trying 10 give expression i the Indian experience of the modern predicament. | here
are crities and commentators i | nd America who appreciate Indian Enciiob
“rof. M. K. Naik remarks “alos stnotable eitts of English education to Ind:-
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. . ably a fountaj e
loday was an 1mportation from the gt ntain head of story-telling. the novel as we know

Post - Independent [ndig has

. growth in India in recent tj So. the novel
roved to be an eff . Ve 1mes, 50, the nove
'. It;itge;- " rea??lve r;ed;um lfor the reflection of the spirit of the age, encompassing the
B e e et o 1 : lefi 0 tI?e period. The great proliferation of the Indian English novel also

rink © the sudden increase of interest in the new literature of post colonial nations by

T - : A

he clontrzbutlo'ns by women writers cannot o unnoticed. In fact the works by women
constitute a major segment of the contem
are seen establishing their identit
Naidu, the

writer ; i :
5 porary Indian writing in English. Today women

y in almost all walks of life. Among the women writers Sarojini
great poetess charmed the readers with her writings. Feminism themes have also been
used by authors like Nayantara Sahgal and Rama Mehta. Regional fiction theme has been aptly
used by Kamala Das, Anita Nair and Susan Viswanathan. Novelists like Kamala Markandaya
and Anita Desai captured the spirit of Indian cultures and its traditional values. During 1990’s
India became a popular literary nation as a number of women authors made their debut in this

era. Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni, Suniti Namjoshi and Anuradha Marwah Roy used realism as
main theme of their novels
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